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errors of fact. The Chairman or a staff officer
designated by him shall rule on such request.

8. Impugned Persons. Any person who be-
lieves that evidence presented, or comment
made by a Member or staff, at a public hear-
ing or at a closed hearing concerning which
there have been public reports, tends to im-
pugn his or her character or adversely affect
his or her reputation may:

(a) file a sworn statement of facts relevant
to the evidence or comment, which shall be
placed in the hearing record; and

(b) request the opportunity to appear per-
sonally before the Committee to testify in
his or her own behalf.

9. Minority Witnesses. Whenever any hear-
ing is conducted by the Committee, the
Ranking Member shall be entitled to call at
least one witness to testify or produce docu-
ments with respect to the measure or matter
under consideration at the hearing. Such re-
quest must be made before the completion of
the hearing or, if subpoenas are required to
call the minority witnesses, no later than
three days before the hearing.

10. Conduct of Witnesses, Counsel and
Members of the Audience. If, during public or
executive sessions, a witness, his or her
counsel, or any spectator conducts him or
herself in such a manner as to prevent, im-
pede, disrupt, obstruct, or interfere with the
orderly administration of such hearing the
Chairman or presiding Member of the Com-
mittee present during such hearing may re-
quest the Sergeant at Arms of the Senate,
his representative or any law enforcement
official to eject said person from the hearing
room.

III. Closed Sessions and Confidential Mate-
rials

1. Procedure. All meetings and hearings
shall be open to the public unless closed. To
close a meeting or hearing or portion there-
of, a motion shall be made and seconded to
go into closed discussion of whether the
meeting or hearing will concern Committee
investigations or matters enumerated in
Senate Rule XXVI(5)(b). Immediately after
such discussion, the meeting or hearing or
portion thereof may be closed by a vote in
open session of a majority of the Members of
the Committee present.

2. Witness Request. Any witness called for
a hearing may submit a written or an elec-
tronic request to the Chairman no later than
twenty-four hours in advance for his or her
examination to be in closed or open session.
The Chairman shall inform the Committee of
any such request.

3. Confidential Matter. No record made of a
closed session, or material declared confiden-
tial by a majority of the Committee, or re-
port of the proceedings of a closed session,
shall be made public, in whole or in part or
by way of summary, unless specifically au-
thorized by the Chairman and Ranking Mi-
nority Member.

IV. Broadcasting

1. Control. Any meeting or hearing open to
the public may be covered by television,
radio, or still photography. Such coverage
must be conducted in an orderly and unob-
trusive manner, and the Chairman may for
good cause terminate such coverage in whole
or in part, or take such other action to con-
trol it as the circumstances may warrant.

2. Request. A witness may request of the
Chairman, on grounds of distraction, harass-
ment, personal safety, or physical discom-
fort, that during his or her testimony cam-
eras, media microphones, and lights shall
not be directed at him or her.

V. Quorums and Voting

1. Reporting. A majority shall constitute a
quorum for reporting a resolution, rec-
ommendation or report to the Senate.

2. Committee Business. A third shall con-
stitute a quorum for the conduct of Com-
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mittee business, other than a final vote on
reporting, providing a minority Member is
present.

3. Hearings. One Member shall constitute a
quorum for the receipt of evidence, the
swearing of witnesses, and the taking of tes-
timony at hearings.

4. Polling:

(a) Subjects. The Committee may poll (1)
internal Committee matters including those
concerning the Committee’s staff, records,
and budget; (2) Committee rules changes and
(3) other Committee business which has been
designated for polling at a meeting.

(b) Procedure. The Chairman shall cir-
culate polling sheets to each Member speci-
fying the matter being polled and the time
limit for completion of the poll. If any Mem-
ber so requests in advance of the meeting,
the matter shall be held for meeting rather
than being polled. The clerk shall keep a
record of polls. If the Chairman determines
that the polled matter is one of the areas
enumerated in Rule III(1), the record of the
poll shall be confidential. Any Member may
request a Committee meeting following a
poll for a vote on the polled decision.

VI. Investigations

1. Authorization for Investigations. All in-
vestigations shall be conducted on a bipar-
tisan basis by Committee staff. Committee
investigations may be initiated by the Com-
mittee staff upon the approval of the Chair-
man and the Ranking Minority Member.
Staff shall keep the Committee fully in-
formed of the progress of continuing Com-
mittee investigations, except where the
Chairman and the Ranking Minority Member
agree that there exists temporary cause for
more limited knowledge.

2. Subpoenas. The Chairman and Ranking
Minority Member, acting together, shall au-
thorize a subpoena. Subpoenas for the at-
tendance of witnesses or the production of
memoranda, documents, records, or any
other materials shall be issued by the Chair-
man, or by any other Member of the Com-
mittee designated by him. Prior to the
issuance of each subpoena, the Ranking Mi-
nority Member, and any other Member so re-
questing, shall be notified regarding the
identity of the person to whom the subpoena
will be issued and the nature of the informa-
tion sought, and its relationship to the in-
vestigation.

3. Committee Investigative Reports. All re-
ports containing Committee findings or rec-
ommendations stemming from Committee
investigations shall be printed only with the
approval of a majority of the Members of the
Committee.

VII. Depositions and Commissions

1. Notice. Notices for the taking of deposi-
tions in an investigation authorized by the
Committee shall be authorized and issued by
the Chairman or by a staff officer designated
by him. Such notices shall specify a time and
place for examination, and the name of the
staff officer or officers who will take the dep-
osition. Unless otherwise specified, the depo-
sition shall be in private. The Committee
shall not initiate procedures leading to
criminal or civil enforcement proceedings for
a witness’s failure to appear unless the depo-
sition notice was accompanied by a Com-
mittee subpoena.

2. Counsel. Witnesses may be accompanied
at a deposition by counsel to advise them of
their rights, subject to the provisions of Rule
11(6).

3. Procedure. Witnesses shall be examined
upon oath administered by an individual au-
thorized by local law to administer oaths.
Questions shall be propounded orally by
Committee staff. Objections by the witnesses
as to the form of questions shall be noted by
the record. If a witness objects to a question
and refuses to testify on the basis of rel-
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evance or privilege, the Committee staff may
proceed with the deposition, or may at that
time or at a subsequent time, seek a ruling
by telephone or otherwise on the objection
from a Member of the Committee. If the
Member overrules the objection, he or she
may refer the matter to the Committee or
the Member may order and direct the wit-
ness to answer the question, but the Com-
mittee shall not initiate the procedures lead-
ing to civil or criminal enforcement unless
the witness refuses to testify after he or she
has been ordered and directed to answer by a
Member of the Committee.

4. Filing. The Committee staff shall see
that the testimony is transcribed or elec-
tronically recorded.

5. Commissions. The Committee may au-
thorize the staff, by issuance of commis-
sions, to fill in prepared subpoenas, conduct
field hearings, inspect locations, facilities,
or systems of records, or otherwise act on be-
half of the Committee. Commissions shall be
accompanied by instructions from the Com-
mittee regulating their use.

VIII. Subcommittees

1. Establishment. The Committee will op-
erate as a Committee of the Whole, reserving
to itself the right to establish temporary
subcommittees at any time by majority
vote. The Chairman of the full Committee
and the Ranking Minority Member shall be
ex officio Members of all subcommittees.

2. Jurisdiction. Within its jurisdiction as
described in the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, each subcommittee is authorized to con-
duct investigations, including use of sub-
poenas, depositions, and commissions.

3. Rules. A subcommittee shall be governed
by the Committee rules, except that its
quorum for all business shall be one-third of
the subcommittee Membership, and for hear-
ings shall be one Member.

IX. Reports

Committee reports incorporating Com-
mittee findings and recommendations shall
be printed only with the prior approval of a
majority of the Committee, after an ade-
quate period for review and comment. The
printing, as Committee documents, of mate-
rials prepared by staff for informational pur-
poses, or the printing of materials not origi-
nating with the Committee or staff, shall re-
quire prior consultation with the minority
staff; these publications shall have the fol-
lowing language printed on the cover of the
document: ‘“Note: This document has been
printed for informational purposes. It does
not represent either findings or rec-
ommendations formally adopted by the Com-
mittee.”

X. Amendment of Rules

The rules of the Committee may be amend-
ed or revised at any time, provided that not
less than a majority of the Committee
present so determine at a Committee meet-
ing preceded by at least 3 days notice of the
amendments or revisions proposed or via
polling, subject to Rule V (4).

——————

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND
NATURAL RESOURCES

SUBCOMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources’ subcommittee assignments for
the 115th Congress be printed in the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:
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COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES
115TH CONGRESS SUBCOMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS
ENERGY
Cory Gardner, Chairman

James E. Risch; Jeff Flake; Steve Daines;
Jeff Sessions; Lamar Alexander; John
Hoeven; Bill Cassidy; Rob Portman; Joe
Manchin III, Ranking; Ron Wyden; Bernard
Sanders; Al Franken; Martin Heinrich;
Angus King; Tammy Duckworth; Catherine
Cortez Masto.

PUBLIC LANDS, FORESTS, AND MINING
Mike Lee, Chairman

John Barrasso; James E. Risch; Jeff Flake;
Steve Daines; Cory Gardner; Jeff Sessions;
Lamar Alexander; John Hoeven; Bill Cassidy;
Ron Wyden, Ranking; Debbie Stabenow; Al
Franken; Joe Manchin III; Martin Heinrich;
Magzie Hirono; Catherine Cortez Masto.

NATIONAL PARKS
Steve Daines, Chairman

John Barrasso; Mike Lee; Cory Gardner;
Lamar Alexander; John Hoeven; Rob
Portman; Mazie Hirono, Ranking; Bernard
Sanders; Debbie Stabenow; Martin Heinrich;
Angus King; Tammy Duckworth.

WATER AND POWER
Jeff Flake, Chairman

John Barrasso; James E. Risch; Mike Lee;
Jeff Sessions; Bill Cassidy; Rob Portman;
Angus King, Ranking; Ron Wyden; Bernard
Sanders; Al Franken; Joe Manchin III;
Tammy Duckworth.

Lisa Murkowski and Maria Cantwell are ex
officio members of all Subcommittees.

———

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDU-
CATION, LABOR, AND PENSIONS

RULES OF PROCEDURE

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent to have the
committee rules for the Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions Committee
printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

SENATE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH,
EDUCATION, LABOR, AND PENSIONS

LAMAR ALEXANDER, Chairman

RULES OF PROCEDURE (AS AGREED TO JANUARY,
2017)

Rule 1.—Subject to the provisions of rule
XXVI, paragraph 5, of the Standing Rules of
the Senate, regular meetings of the com-
mittee shall be held on the second and fourth
Wednesday of each month, at 10:00 a.m., in
room SD-430, Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing. The chairman may, upon proper notice,
call such additional meetings as he may
deem necessary.

Rule 2.—The chairman of the committee or
of a subcommittee, or if the chairman is not
present, the ranking majority member
present, shall preside at all meetings. The
chairman may designate the ranking minor-
ity member to preside at hearings of the
committee or subcommittee.

Rule 3.—Meetings of the committee or a
subcommittee, including meetings to con-
duct hearings, shall be open to the public ex-
cept as otherwise specifically provided in
subsections (b) and (d) of rule 26.5 of the
Standing Rules of the Senate.

Rule 4.—(a) Subject to paragraph (b), one-
third of the membership of the committee,
actually present, shall constitute a quorum

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

for the purpose of transacting business. Any
quorum of the committee which is composed
of less than a majority of the members of the
committee shall include at least one member
of the majority and one member of the mi-
nority.

(b) A majority of the members of a sub-
committee, actually present, shall con-
stitute a quorum for the purpose of
transacting business: provided, no measure
or matter shall be ordered reported unless
such majority shall include at least one
member of the minority who is a member of
the subcommittee. If, at any subcommittee
meeting, a measure or matter cannot be or-
dered reported because of the absence of such
a minority member, the measure or matter
shall lay over for a day. If the presence of a
member of the minority is not then ob-
tained, a majority of the members of the
subcommittee, actually present, may order
such measure or matter reported.

(c) No measure or matter shall be ordered
reported from the committee or a sub-
committee unless a majority of the com-
mittee or subcommittee 1is physically
present.

Rule 5.—With the approval of the chairman
of the committee or subcommittee, one
member thereof may conduct public hearings
other than taking sworn testimony.

Rule 6.—Proxy voting shall be allowed on
all measures and matters before the com-
mittee or a subcommittee if the absent
member has been informed of the matter on
which he is being recorded and has affirma-
tively requested that he be so recorded.
While proxies may be voted on a motion to
report a measure or matter from the com-
mittee, such a motion shall also require the
concurrence of a majority of the members
who are actually present at the time such
action is taken.

The committee may poll any matters of
committee business as a matter of unani-
mous consent; provided that every member
is polled and every poll consists of the fol-
lowing two questions:

(1) Do you agree or disagree to poll the pro-
posal; and

(2) Do you favor or oppose the proposal.

Rule 7.—There shall be prepared and kept a
complete transcript or electronic recording
adequate to fully record the proceedings of
each committee or subcommittee meeting or
conference whether or not such meetings or
any part thereof is closed pursuant to the
specific provisions of subsections (b) and (d)
of rule 26.5 of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, unless a majority of said members vote
to forgo such a record. Such records shall
contain the vote cast by each member of the
committee or subcommittee on any question
on which a ‘‘yea and nay’’ vote is demanded,
and shall be available for inspection by any
committee member. The clerk of the com-
mittee, or the clerk’s designee, shall have
the responsibility to make appropriate ar-
rangements to implement this rule.

Rule 8.—The committee and each sub-
committee shall undertake, consistent with
the provisions of rule XXVI, paragraph 4, of
the Standing Rules of the Senate, to issue
public announcement of any hearing or exec-
utive session it intends to hold at least one
week prior to the commencement of such
hearing or executive session. In the case of
an executive session, the text of any bill or
joint resolution to be considered must be
provided to the chairman for prompt elec-
tronic distribution to the members of the
committee.

Rule 9.—The committee or a subcommittee
shall require all witnesses heard before it to
file written statements of their proposed tes-
timony at least 24 hours before a hearing,
unless the chairman and the ranking minor-
ity member determine that there is good
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cause for failure to so file, and to limit their
oral presentation to brief summaries of their
arguments. Testimony may be filed elec-
tronically. The presiding officer at any hear-
ing is authorized to limit the time of each
witness appearing before the committee or a
subcommittee. The committee or a sub-
committee shall, as far as practicable, uti-
lize testimony previously taken on bills and
measures similar to those before it for con-
sideration.

Rule 10.—Should a subcommittee fail to re-
port back to the full committee on any
measure within a reasonable time, the chair-
man may withdraw the measure from such
subcommittee and report that fact to the
full committee for further disposition.

Rule 11.—No subcommittee may schedule a
meeting or hearing at a time designated for
a hearing or meeting of the full committee.
No more than one subcommittee executive
meeting may be held at the same time.

Rule 12.—It shall be the duty of the chair-
man in accordance with section 133(c) of the
Legislative Reorganization Act of 1946, as
amended, to report or cause to be reported to
the Senate, any measure or recommendation
approved by the committee and to take or
cause to be taken, necessary steps to bring
the matter to a vote in the Senate.

Rule 13.—Whenever a meeting of the com-
mittee or subcommittee is closed pursuant
to the provisions of subsection (b) or (d) of
rule 26.5 of the Standing Rules of the Senate,
no person other than members of the com-
mittee, members of the staff of the com-
mittee, and designated assistants to mem-
bers of the committee shall be permitted to
attend such closed session, except by special
dispensation of the committee or sub-
committee or the chairman thereof.

Rule 14.—The chairman of the committee
or a subcommittee shall be empowered to ad-
journ any meeting of the committee or a
subcommittee if a quorum is not present
within fifteen minutes of the time schedule
for such meeting.

Rule 15.—Whenever a bill or joint resolu-
tion shall be before the committee or a sub-
committee for final consideration, the clerk
shall distribute to each member of the com-
mittee or subcommittee a document, pre-
pared by the sponsor of the bill or joint reso-
lution. If the bill or joint resolution has no
underlying statutory language, the docu-
ment shall consist of a detailed summary of
the purpose and impact of each section. If
the bill or joint resolution repeals or amends
any statute or part thereof, the document
shall consist of a detailed summary of the
underlying statute and the proposed changes
in each section of the underlying law and ei-
ther a print of the statute or the part or sec-
tion thereof to be amended or replaced show-
ing by stricken-through type, the part or
parts to be omitted and, in italics, the mat-
ter proposed to be added, along with a sum-
mary of the proposed changes; or a side-by-
side document showing a comparison of cur-
rent law, the proposed legislative changes,
and a detailed description of the proposed
changes.

Rule 16.—An appropriate opportunity shall
be given the minority to examine the pro-
posed text of committee reports prior to
their filing or publication. In the event there
are supplemental, minority, or additional
views, an appropriate opportunity shall be
given the majority to examine the proposed
text prior to filing or publication. Unless the
chairman and ranking minority member
agree on a shorter period of time, the minor-
ity shall have no fewer than three business
days to prepare supplemental, minority or
additional views for inclusion in a com-
mittee report from the time the majority
makes the proposed text of the committee
report available to the minority.
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